Gavilan College





    
          Spring 2007

Intermediate Algebra
    Math 233

   Section 4663
5.0 units

Instructor:  Yvette Butterworth

Text:  Intermediate Algebra for College Students, 6th edition, Allen R. Angel

Hours:  9:45am - 10:55am  Monday thru Thursday

Office Hours:  MHG11 10:55 – 11:10  M&W or by appointment

Message Phone:  (408) 846 - 4900  x5129

E-mail Address:  ybutterworth@gavilan.edu
Web Site:  http://hhh.gavilan.edu/ybutterworth
Course Description:

In the first two weeks we will be reviewing some basic algebra concepts while learning a few new concepts.  If you are unsure during these first few weeks or if the concepts are not review and you are feeling overwhelmed, I strongly suggest that we have a talk.  Math 205 or equivalent is a requirement for this course.  From the beginning you will be expected to be capable of doing all calculations without the use of a calculator.  Much of the material will be similar to that taught in an algebra course, but each topic will be given more thorough coverage.  Throughout the entire course we will be doing many real world problems that require the use of the skills you will be learning!

Course Objectives:
As a student in this class you will learn to take a math problem, think it through and solve it in a logical way.  Our text and my lectures will help you to learn, practice and master the following skills:


Linear equations and inequalities, exponents and polynomials, rational expressions, rational exponents and radicals, quadratic equations and inequalities, linear equations in two variables, functions, systems of equations, exponential and logarithmic functions, and if time allows conic sections, and sequences and series.

Required Materials:
Intermediate Algebra for College Students, 6th edition, Allen R. Angel; Scientific Calculator – TI 30X is a good buy or if you are going on to Pre-Calculus or Statistics, I would recommend a TI-83/84; Pencils, Paper – graph and binder (for notes, quizzes and homework), ruler – brought to each class meeting.

Attendance:
Attendance is very important.  You are expected to attend every class meeting.  Class sessions will cover material from your book, but may also give a different perspective on the material in your book.  Your attendance will be graded by daily homework.  A student who stops attending is not automatically dropped from class, although I reserve the right to drop a student who misses 5 class meetings.  Please contact the instructor or the Admissions and Records Office if you can't continue.

Homework:
You will be given daily assignments, which are meant to check your comprehension of definitions, and processes introduced from the chapter reading and class lecture.  This work will be assigned daily in class and will accumulate over the week.  Homework will always be collected on Tuesday morning during the first 15 minutes of class.  It will be graded on a percentage basis.  The homework will account for 100 points of your final grade based upon the percentages received.  They are considered late after the first 15 minutes of class.  I will also occasionally give class work that will be graded in addition to the daily work.  Late work will not be accepted.
Some final pointers about homework:  All work will be labeled with section and assignment and will be stapled in the upper left corner in sequential order.  All problems must show the original problem, work and final answer to be considered complete.  An answer only is never considered complete.  My office hours and question time at the beginning of class are appropriate times for seeking help with homework.  Remember, if you don't do your homework on your own and in a timely manner, you are hurting no one but yourself – homework is a very valuable learning tool, and tests will let me know how much work you are doing on your homework!  No late assignments will be accepted!  Do not ask, there is no circumstance that will make me change my mind!!  You may turn an assignment in early (my box in MH  before class begins with a date & time stamp) but after the first 15 minutes of class it is late.  

Quizzes:
We will have a quiz at least once a week during the first few minutes of class.  Quizzes will reflect the homework assignments and let you know what your actual comprehension level is without the use of notes and examples.  I will keep your best 10 quizzes and all others will be dropped.  The quizzes will be taken on the 5"x 8" cards, so please come prepared.  Quizzes can't be taken late for any reason!
Tests:
We will have 4 exams. The lowest exam score will be dropped. You may make up an exam, but if I do not receive a message (846-4900x5129; no e-mails) at least 10 minutes prior to a test (9:35 am) detailing express conditions for missing the exam, which must be valid and verifiable, I will not allow make-up of the exam for any reason.  If you are unable to call please make sure that someone does on your behalf.  No make-up exams will be given except for a valid, verifiable reason and all must be made up within 1 week of the original exam.

Exam Schedule (Material Tentative)

Thursday, February 15  Chapter 1, 2.1 & Factoring


Thursday, March 8   Chapter 2 & 3 & Factoring


Thursday, March 29  Chapter 4 & 5


Thursday, May 3 Chapter  6 & 7 

You may bring a 5X8 note card to each exam.  The card may contain steps for doing problems, partial definitions and portions of a problem where you know you always have difficulty, but it may never contain a complete problem.  You must staple the note card to the back of your test.

Final Exam:
The final will be worth 300 points   The final will cover material from the last exam through the last day of the class in the greatest detail, but any material that I feel the class did not have an adequate grasp on during the midterms will also be included (factoring, writing the equation of a line based upon given factors, word problems, graphing inequalities, rational expressions are a few that tend to come up).  The final will be Tuesday, May 22 from 8 –10 am, and will cover material from the entire class, with focus on the last eight weeks of class.  
For the final, I allow one 8.5X11 piece of paper with notes on both sides.  The same rules apply as with the note cards that may be used for the chapter exams.
Grades:

Quizzes
(highest 10)
10 @  20 pts
=    200 pts


Homework

  10@ 10 pts
=    100 pts


Exams

  
  Ave %of 3 tests
=    400 pts


Final Exam

  1 @ 300 pts
=    300 pts





Total

=   1000 pts
Percent Totals for Letter Grades

A:  92.45%(   A-: 91.44% - 89.45%  B+: 89.44% - 87.45%   B: 87.44% - 81.45%  B-: 81.44% - 79.45%  C+:  79.44% - 77.45%  C: 77.44% - 69.45%   D:  69.44% - 59.45%   F:  59.44%(
Student Honesty Policy:
Students are expected to exercise academic honesty and integrity.  Violations such as cheating will result in disciplinary action which may include recommendation for dismissal.

Student Special Services:
Students requiring special services or arrangements because of hearing, visual, or other disabilities should contact their instructor, counselor, advisor, or Disabled Student Services Office.

Occupational/Vocational Statement:
Occupational/Vocational Students - limited English skills will not be a barrier to admittance to and participation in Vocational Education Programs.

Additional Information:

I reserve the right to make changes or additions to my syllabus at any time during the semester.  I will notify you via class discussion of any changes or additions.  The college catalogue overrides my syllabus at any time.

Welcome to Intermediate Algebra:

Welcome to Math 233!  I am excited about the coming semester! I am here to help you learn about the exciting world of math and if there is anything that you think will make your learning experience more rewarding, please let me know (please do not make the mistake that this is an invitation for you to tell me how to run my class, this is merely on a one on one office hour basis).  To be a successful mathematician it does take practice.  You should plan to spend at least 2 hours outside of class, for every hour in class, studying your notes, text and doing problems (this means at least 10 hours per week; it is not wise to assume it will all happen on the weekend).  I would like to stress that any math class goes very quickly – please stay abreast of your work and don't neglect your study.  Class participation and study groups are very important as well!  We will have occasional class time for group study, but you should get the names and numbers of at least two fellow class members to call in case you miss a class or need to ask a quick question.  Have a great spring semester at Gavilan!
