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Course Syllabus  Math 311–202        Reg ID#63510        Pre-Algebra        Spring 2012

Instructor:  Yvette Butterworth




Instructor Office:  Adjunct Offices R3-212 (?)
Instructor Contact Information





Hours:  Mon., Tue & Wed 11:30am –12pm
Phone:  (408) 888-6160






Tuesday 12pm–1pm

Email:  profbutterw@yahoo.com  





By Appointment

Website:  http://www.profbutterworth.com

Skype: profbutterworth

Class Details:

Days:  M & W

Time:  12:15pm – 1:35pm

Building and Room:  A5 132
Course Information

Prerequisite:  3 units of Math 310 with CR or placement based on math assessment. 
Advisory Level:  Read: 2; Write: 2; Math: none
Course Description:  This course is designed for those students who have a foundation in arithmetic but need to develop further skills before taking Introductory Algebra. It is intended to serve as a bridge between arithmetic operations and elementary algebra. Topics include: integers, fractions, decimals, percents, exponents, scientific notation, order of operations, variables, algebraic expressions, equations, basic geometric shapes and simple applications
Course Content: Ch.1, Whole Numbers; Ch.2, Integers; Ch.3, Expressions and Polynomials; Ch.4, Equations; Ch.5, Fractions and Rational Expressions; Ch.6, Decimals; Ch.7, Ratios, Proportions and Measurement; Ch. 8, Percents; Ch. 9 More with Geometry and Graphs.
Learning Outcomes:  1.  Whole Numbers and their Negatives: a. Prime and composite numbers. b. Factoring numbers into their prime components.  c. Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positive and negative numbers. d. Orders of operation, use of parentheses.2.  Fractions, Decimals, and Percentages: a. Reducing fractions. b. Converting between mixed numbers and improper fractions. c. Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positive and negative fractions. d. Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positive and negative decimal numbers. e. Operations with percentages.         3.  Exponents and Square Roots: a. Rules of Exponents. b. Zero and negative exponents.  c. Scientific notation. d. Square roots.  4.  Variables a. Definition of variable. b. Expressions using variables. c. Evaluating and simplifying expressions. 
d. Translating words into expressions.  5.  Equations:  a. Solution sets and missing number statements.  b. Solve simple equations using the addition and multiplication properties of equality.  c. Translating word statements into equations and solving them. d. Setting up and solving ratio and proportion problems.  6.  Geometry:  a. Perform area and perimeter calculations on rectangles, triangles, and circles  b. Set up and solve simple word problems based on area and perimeter of rectangles, triangles, and circles.
Academic Honesty Policy: All of the following are violations of the Academic Honesty Policy of Evergreen Valley College.  As part of the academic honor code, you are expected to not only not engage in such activities, but to discourage others from doing so as well.  If you let someone copy your work, then your assignment will be treated the same as that of the copier.  Academic Honesty is violated by any of the following:

•
copying, in part or in whole, from another student’s test, quiz, etc.,

•
submitting work previously presented or to be presented in another course,

•
submitting work that is not your own for credit in a course,

•
using or consulting during an examination sources or materials not authorized by the instructor,

•
altering or interfering with grading or grading instructions,

•
resubmitting an altered, graded exam or assignment for additional credit,

•
taking an exam for another student or having another student take an exam for you,

•
plagiarizing–copying sentences, phrases, or passages from sources without proper citation.

Academic dishonesty may result in disciplinary action and may lead to suspension or dismissal.  If you are unsure whether a particular activity is a violation check with your instructors, and don’t let others get away with cheating you by allowing them to cheat on their course work.  Report suspected violations to your instructors.  Cheating is serious business and should be tolerated by neither students nor faculty.  

Student Grievances:  Please refer to the grievance policy in the college catalog if you have any questions.
Student Special Services:  Students requiring special services or arrangements because of hearing, visual, or other disabilities should contact their instructor, counselor, advisor, or Disabled Student Services Office by the end of their first week of instruction.  I encourage all students with special needs to contact me after the first class meeting to arrange for any classroom assistance.

Required Text and Materials
· Pre-Algebra, Carson, 3rd Edition
· Pencils & Pens (Red, Black & Blue)

· Paper – lined and graph (for notes, graphing and homework) 
· Ruler
· Simple Scientific Calculator (not for the 1st portion of class)

Suggested Materials and Resources
· 3 ring binder (at least 1.5 inch)

· 5 tabbed dividers

· Print outs of notes to accompany text (http://profbutterworth.com Evergreen tab, PreAlgebra)

Attendance
Attendance is very important.  You are expected to attend every class meeting.  Class sessions will cover material from your book, but may also give a different perspective on the material in your book.  Your attendance will be graded by homework and quizzes.  A student who stops attending is not automatically dropped from class, although I reserve the right to drop a student who misses 5 class meetings If you no longer wish to be enrolled in the course, call STAReg 408-223-0300 or go tohttp://www.evc.edu and click on MyWeb to drop the class.  The last day to drop and receive a refund of fees is Fri., 2/10.  The last day to add is Sun., 2/12.  The NRS drop deadline is Fri., 2/24.  The last day to drop with a “W” is Thurs., 4/26.

Additional Support
You may find that you need additional help outside of class. I strongly urge every student to begin getting extra support from the beginning. Some additional resources include: 

Math and Science Resource Center (MSRC) 

Location:  AD-141 

Phone:  (408)274-7900, x6883

Web: http://www.evc.edu/mse/math center.htm.


Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00am – 6:00pm


Friday 9:00am – 1:00pm

Campus Tutoring Center
Subjects tutored include Accounting, English, ESL, History, Music, Economics, Psychology, Spanish, and Vietnamese. Small group workshops in reading, listening & speaking are also offered every semester. 

Location:  LE-200 

Phone:  (408) 274-7900 x6802

Web:   http://www.evc.edu/tutoring_center

Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00am –6:00pm


Friday 9:00am–1:00 pm

.

How My Course is Set Up

Homework:  I will assign homework daily. Sometimes this will be nothing more than completing a “Your Turn” section from class notes or doing an example or two from notes, but occasionally it will be exercises from the book or handouts. You must be in class to get the exact homework or look on the Google calendar on your webpage on my website (http://www.profbutterworth.com). All homeworks will be reviewed in first few minutes of class, unless it is a homework that I randomly collect and grade. Randomly collected homework will be given a percentage based on completeness (this includes original problem, work & boxed answer) and occasionally the correct answer.  I won’t collect all homework and only the highest 80% of the homeworks that I do collect will be used for computing your final grade.  It will be calculated as your earned percentage of 100 points.  Late homework will not be accepted for any reason (you will get some “free” passes because I won’t collect homework daily and I will only keep the highest 80% of the grades).
Some final pointers about homework:  All work will be labeled with section and assignment and will be stapled in the upper left corner in sequential order.  All problems must show the original problem, work and final answer to be considered complete.  An answer only is never considered complete.  My office hours and question time at the beginning of class are appropriate times for seeking help with homework.  Remember, if you don't do your homework on your own and in a timely manner, you are hurting no one but yourself – homework is a very valuable learning tool, and tests will let me know how much work you are doing on your homework!  No late assignments will be accepted!  Do not ask, there is no circumstance that will make me change my mind!! 

Quizzes:  Regular, in class, quizzes will be given. Expect at least one per week.  Each will be given a percentage. Quizzes will reflect the exercises at the end of each section. You should expect to have 10 to 15 minutes to complete one to ten problems. Your first quiz is to hand in the Informative Questionnaire. It will be due by the end of the class on Wednesday, February 15. Your best 10 quiz scores will be used for computing your final grade. It will be calculated as your earned percentage of 200 points. Quizzes can not be taken late for any reason!
Tests:  We will have 4 exams at approximately three-week intervals. Each will be recorded as a percentage. We will have 4 regular exams and your lowest will be dropped. Your final test grade will be an average percentage of the 400 points allotted for test points. No make-up exams will be allowed. I drop your lowest exam so this should not be an issue (if you had a valid and verifiable reason for missing 2 exams we can talk about the work-around privately; there is no excuse in the world for missing 3 exams of 4).
You may bring a 5X8 note card to each exam. The card may contain steps for doing problems, partial definitions and portions of a problem where you know you always have difficulty, but it may never contain a complete problem. Failure to comply to these specifications can result in a zero, and is considered cheating. You must staple the note card to the back of your test.

Note:  Calculators should not be used for homework and are not allowed during an exam! I believe that by having the basics well in hand you are better prepared for the next class, thus I want you to improve your basic math skills throughout this course. These are just some of the reasons that I do not allow calculators to be used on exams. I am very firm about this!


Tentative Test Schedule

Test 1

Wednesday, February 15
Test 2

Wednesday, March 7
Test 3

Wednesday, March 28
Test 4

Wednesday, April 25
Final Exam:  There will be two portions to your final exam. The first will be new material and it will be given during the Monday, May 21, 2011, 12:15-1:35pm of finals week. You should expect it to look just like any of the other 4 exams. The second portion will be cumulative and contain mostly multiple-choice questions. This exam will pay special attention to word problems, graphing and solving equations. It will be given during our final class meeting on Wednesday, May 23, 2011, 12:15-1:35pm. The average score of your final will be worth your earned percentage of 300 points.
If you do not take a final, you WILL receive an F in the class!

For the final, I allow one 8.5X11 piece of paper with notes on both sides for the review final and the other a 5x8 note card.  The same rules apply as with the note cards that may be used for the chapter exams.

Grades:

Quizzes



       200



Homework


       100

Exams 



       400


Final Exam


       300


Total

      

 =   1000 pts
Point Totals for Letter Grades

A:  89.45%(   B: 79.45% - 89.44%   C:  69.45 - 79.44%   D:  59.45% - 69.44%   F:  59.44%(
My Class Rules
The rules of my classroom are pretty basic – Be respectful of others. This means that you should not interfere with anyone else's ability to learn. Ways in which you may interfere include talking during lecture, not participating in group activities, listening to music or texting during class (you may not have any device on your desk or connected to you in any way during class or after a warning you will be asked to leave the class for the remainder of the day; if you have a situation that may require emergency contact that needs to be discussed with me prior to class), making any kind of disruptive noise during class, coming to class late and not making an effort to be as unobtrusive as possible, wearing a hat in class, etc. CELL PHONES may not be used or out during a test and should ALWAYS be on vibrate. I will follow the policies outlined in the college catalogue in dealing with violations of the class rules.

Additional Information
I reserve the right to make changes or additions to my syllabus at any time during the semester. I will notify you via class discussion of any changes or additions.  The college catalogue overrides my syllabus at any time.

Welcome to Pre-Algebra
Welcome to Math 311! I am excited about the coming semester! I am here to help you learn about the exciting world of math and if there is anything that you think will make your learning experience more rewarding, please let me know. To be a successful mathematician it does take practice. You should plan to spend at least 2 hours outside of class for every hour in class studying your notes (ie 6 + hours per week), reading your text, reviewing your notes and doing problems. Class participation and study groups are very important as well! We may have some class time for group study, but you should get the names and numbers of at least two fellow class members to call in case you miss a class or need to ask a quick question.  Have a great spring semester at Evergreen!

Proposed Outline of the Class
· Week 1(1/30&2/1):  Intro.  Ch. 1

· Week 2(2/6&2/8): Ch. 1

· Week 3(2/13&2/15): Ch. 2+ Test #1 

· Week 4(2/20&2/22):  Holiday + Ch. 2

· Week 5(2/27&2/29): Ch. 2 + Ch. 3 

· Week 6(3/5&3/7):  Ch. 3 + Test #2

· Week 7(3/12&3/14): Ch. 4  

· Week 8(3/19&3/21): Ch. 4 + Ch. 5

· Week 9(3/26&3/28): Ch. 5 + Test #3 
· SPRING BREAK(4/2-4/4)
· Week 10(4/9&4/11): Ch. 5 + Ch. 6

· Week 11(4/16&4/18):  Ch. 6 + Ch. 7

· Week 12(4/23&4/25): Ch. 7 + Test #4 

· Week 13(4/30&5/2):  Ch. 8

· Week 14(5/7&5/9): Ch. 9

· Week 15(5/14&5/16): Clean-UP  + Review (if possible)

· Week 16(5/21&5/23): Review Final + New Material Final

This outline is provided for you to have a general idea of the flow of the class. Before a week begins you should familiarize yourself with the material to be covered by reading the sections in the book and highlighting important definitions, formulas, etc. You can assume that the order listed above is the order in which the topics will be covered. Typically we will cover 2-3 sections a day, but there are times we will go more slowly or more quickly or blend sections together.
Evergreen Valley College		








Y. Butterworth
Math 311 – Sp. 12
Page 1of4

