Evergreen College





    
Fall 2011


Elementary Algebra

Math 11a
    RegID Sec 203       
         5.0 units

Instructor:  Yvette Butterworth

Text:  Beginning Algebra, K. Elayn Martin-Gay, 5th Edition

Hours:  12:15 - 1:20 pm  Monday-Thursday in C104
Office Hours: To Be Announced

Phone:  (408) 888-6160

E-Mail:  profbutterw@yahoo.com  (Don’t email me at EVC address – I won’t get it!)
Website: http://profbutterworth.com 

Course Description:

This is a 5 unit course in introductory algebra has been designed to familiarize you with the symbolic language of mathematics, the concepts of variables, problem solving skills used in conjunction with algebraic expressions and equations, and graphing. The course will cover a review of the real numbers, equations, inequalities, problem solving, graphing, exponents, polynomials, factoring polynomials, rational expressions, solving systems of linear equations, roots and radicals. Throughout the entire course we will be doing many real world problems that require the use of the skills you will be learning! Students who have received credit for 11R, 11S, or 12 will not receive credit for this course. This course meets the graduation requirement for AS degree.  This class must be added by Sunday, September 18.
Learning Outcomes:

1. Use correctly mathematical symbols appropriate to this level.

2. Generalize knowledge about computation with numbers to manipulation of algebraic expressions and solutions of equations and inequalities.

3. Translate from common language to algebraic expression and vise versa.

4. Present solutions to problems in a step-by-step manner and recognize when a solution is complete.

5. Analyze the structure of a quantitative word problem by identifying given facts and relations among them and use a structured, logical approach to solve such a problem.

6. Construct graphical representations of the solutions of algebraic problems including both equations and inequalities.

Required Materials:
Beginning Algebra, K. Elayn Martin-Gay; Scientific Calculator – TI 30X is a good buy; Pencils, Paper – lined and graph (for notes, graphing and homework), ruler – brought to each class meeting. I also suggest that you purchase a 3-ring binder (minimum 2 inches) with 5 divider tab.  I recommend that you store all notes, homework, quizzes and tests in this binder as well as starting a section for keeping track of your grade and keeping a list of definitions that you need to know!
Attendance:
Attendance is very important. You are expected to attend every class meeting. Class sessions will cover material from your book, but may also give a different perspective on the material in your book. Your attendance will be graded by homework and quizzes. A student who stops attending is not automatically dropped from class, although I reserve the right to drop a student who misses 5 class meetings. Please contact the instructor or the Admissions and Records Office if you can't continue. The last day to drop and receive a refund of fees is Thurs., 9/15.  The last day to add is Sun., 9/18.  The NRS drop deadline is Thurs., 9/29.  The last day to drop with a “W” is Fri., 11/18.

Homework:
Homework will be assigned daily. I will randomly ask for homework assignments. Sometimes we will correct the homework in class and then you will hand it in, and other times I will collect it and spot check certain problems. You will need to keep homework organized with work in sequential order so that you can easily find it when asked and for your review. Every sections’ assignment will start on a fresh page and be labeled with section, page number, name, class and date assigned. The homework is assumed to be assigned when we complete a section in class – see the HW assignment sheet on the website for exact assignments. I will expect to find assigned problems worked (not just an answer, work is necessary) within 3 class periods from which they are assigned (they may not be collected at that time, but that is the earliest I would collect them). Each homework that is collect will be given a percentage based upon completeness of the assignment (including original problem, work and/or explanations for the answer given and a boxed final answer) and sometimes based upon the correctness of the solutions. It should not be difficult to get an A average on homework assignments if you keep up with your homework, attend class and bring your homework notebook to EVERY class.  I will collect 1 to 4 homework assignments every week, but I will only keep your highest 10 to compute your grade. Homework will count as 100 points of your final grade.  No late assignments will be accepted.  There is no reason that will make me change my mind, so do not ask!
Some final pointers about homework: All work will be labeled with section and assignment and will be stapled in the upper left corner in sequential order. All problems must show the original problem, work and final answer to be considered complete. An answer only is never considered complete. My office hours and question time at the beginning of class are appropriate times for seeking help with homework. Remember, if you don't do your homework on your own and in a timely manner, you are hurting no one but yourself – homework is a very valuable learning tool, and tests will let me know how much work you are doing on your homework! 

Quizzes:
Regular, in class, quizzes will be given. Expect at least one per week. Each will be given a percentage.  Quizzes will reflect the homework assignments and in-class problems. You should expect to have 10 to 15 minutes to complete one to ten problems. Your first quiz is to hand in a questionnaire. The questionnaire will be due by the end of the class on Tuesday, September 20. Your best 10 quiz scores will be used for computing your final grade.  It will be calculated as your earned percentage of 200 points.  Quizzes can not be taken late for any reason (there are 16 weeks, so you will have 4-6 free passes)!
Tests:
We will have 4 exams at approximately three-week intervals. The material on each test is dependent upon the material covered in class, up to one week prior to the exam (Thurs. before the exam). Each will be recorded as a percentage. Your final test grade will be an average percentage of the 400 points allotted for test points. I will drop your lowest exam, and as a result there will be NO last minute MAKE-UP exams (defined as: after 1 week prior to the exam; reason must be valid & verifiable). If you are unable to take an exam, last minute, for any reason it will be the exam that is dropped from your exams.  If you are able to take every exam, then I will automatically drop your lowest exam score. If you are absent for more than one exam, then your final score (ave. of 2 parts) can be used to take the place of one of your exams. There are no exceptions for these make-up rules. Do not ask, I will not change my mind. If you have compelling reason for being absent for 2 of 4 exams, then there is probably a lot going on in your life that is keeping you from your studies and my past experience tells me that chances of success are not good, even with a makeup.
You may bring a 5X8 note card to each exam.  The card may contain steps for doing problems, partial definitions and portions of a problem where you know you always have difficulty, but it may never contain a complete problem. Failure to comply to these specifications can result in a zero, and is considered cheating. I recommend you check your note card with me prior to the test. You must staple the note card to the back of your test.

Note: It is not a given that you may use a calculator for an exam! I believe that by having the basics well in hand you are better prepared for later material, thus I want you to improve your basic math skills at the beginning of the course. These are just some of the reasons that I do not allow calculators to be used on many exams. I am very firm about this! Cell phones will not be allowed out during a test and MAY NOT be used as a calculator.
Test Schedule
Test #1

Thursday, September 22
Test #2

Thursday, September 13
Test #3

Thursday, November 3
Test #4

Thursday, December 1
Final Exam:
The final will be worth your earned percentage of 300 points. The final will be 2 parts. The first portion will be given on Tuesday, December, 20, 2011 and the second on Thursday, December 22, 2011. The first test will cover chapters 1-5 and the second test will cover chapters 6-9. The second exam will have material that has previously been untested and you should expect that material to be tested just as the other chapters were throughout the semester. There will be more emphasis on the new material on this test than on the review material. The scores for the first and second test will be averaged and this average will be used to compute the number of points that you receive for you final. The points that you are given for your final will be this average percentage of the 300 points allotted for the final points.

For the final, I also will allow one 8.5x11 piece of paper with notes on both sides for each of the exams. The same rules apply as with the note cards that may be used for regular exams.

Grades:

Quizzes



       200



Homework


       100

Exams 



       400


Final Exam


       300


Total

      

 =   1000 pts
Point Totals for Letter Grades

A:  89.45%(   B: 79.45% - 89.44%   C:  69.45 - 79.44%   D:  59.45% - 69.44%   F:  59.44%(
Class Rules:
The rules of my classroom are pretty basic – Be respectful of others. This means that you should not interfere with anyone else's ability to learn. Ways in which you may interfere include talking during lecture, not participating in group activities, using electronic devices music/texting/gaming during class, making any kind of disruptive noise during class, coming to class late and not making an effort to be as unobtrusive as possible, wearing a hat in class, etc. I will follow the policies outlined in the college catalogue in dealing with violations of the class rules. Note:  If I see your cell phone out on a consistent basis and see you disrupting others through its use or if you are not focusing, I will give you a warning and the next time I will ask you to leave the class for the remainder of the period!

Student Honesty:
When doing homework I encourage students to work together and help one another. Students are expected  to do their own work on exams and quizzes. I allow students to bring a 5x8 note card filled with notes to each exam, and 8.5x11 for each final, and a violation of the policies outlined in this syllabus for these note cards is considered cheating. Using an unauthorized electronic device, talking during an exam (to anyone except the professor), copying information from another person's test or quiz is considered cheating. Students caught participating in such activities will receive a zero on the exam or quiz and further action may result as outlined by the college.

Student Grievances:
Please refer to the grievance policy in the college catalog if you have any questions.

Student Special Services:
Students requiring special services or arrangements because of hearing, visual, or other disabilities should contact their instructor, counselor, advisor, or Disabled Student Services Office by the end of their first week of instruction. I encourage all students with special needs to contact me after the first class meeting to arrange for any classroom assistance.

Additional Information:

I reserve the right to make changes or additions to my syllabus at any time during the semester. I will notify you via class discussion of any changes or additions. The college catalogue overrides my syllabus at any time.

You may find that you need additional help outside of class. I strongly urge every student to begin getting extra support from the beginning. Some additional resources include, tutoring offered in the Math Lab in Acacia and of course my help and your class mates' help. There will be a schedule posted for the tutoring and computer labs as soon as it is presented to me.

Welcome to Elementary Algebra:

Welcome to Math 11a!  I am excited about the coming semester! I am here to help you learn about the exciting world of math and if there is anything that you think will make your learning experience more rewarding, please let me know.  To be a successful mathematician it does take practice.  You should plan to spend at least 2 hours outside of class for every hour in class studying your notes (ie 10 + hours per week), reading your text, reviewing your notes and doing problems.  Class participation and study groups are very important as well!  We may have some class time for group study, but you should get the names and numbers of at least two fellow class members to call in case you miss a class or need to ask a quick question.  Have a great fall semester at Evergreen!

Proposed Schedule
Week 1 (Sept 6-Sept 8)

Intro, §1.2-1.3
Week 2 (Sept 12-Sept 15)

§1.4-1.8

Week 3 (Sept 19-Sept 22)

§2.1-2.3, Test #1 (Thurs)

Week 4 (Sept 26-Sept 29)

§2.4-2.5

Week 5 (Oct 3-Oct 6)

§2.6-2.9

Week 6 (Oct 10-Oct 13)

§3.1-3.4, Test #2 (Thurs)

Week 7 (Oct 17-Oct 20)

§3.4-3.6

Week 8 (Oct 24-Oct 27)

§4.1-4.4

Week 9
(Oct 31-Nov 3)

§4.6, §5.1-5.2, Test #3(Thurs)

Week 10 (Nov 7-Nov 10)

§5.3-5.6

Week 11 (Nov 14-Nov 17)
§5.6, §6.1-6.3, §7.1-7.3  (“W” deadline Fri)

Week 12 (Nov 21-Nov 24)
§6.4-6.6, §7.3-7.4, Thanksgiving (Thurs)
Week 13 (Nov 28-Dec 1)

§6.6-6.7, §7.4-7.5, §9.3, Test #4 (Thurs)

Week 14 (Dec 5-Dec 8)

§7.6, §7.8, §8.1-8.2

Week 15 (Dec 12-Dec 15)

§8.3-8.6, §9.1-9.2, Practice Final, Review

Week 16 (Dec 19-Dec 22)

Review, Final Ch. 1-4 (Tues), Review, Final 5-9 (Thurs)
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